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GOAL 1: All students graduate from high school. 
Indicator 1.1:  4-Year Graduation Rate   
 

DATA FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 

  
LAUSD 

Report Card NCES/CDE 

2008-2009 52% 70% 

2007-2008 48% 72% 

2006-2007 45% 67% 

Note: Past years are included here for context and trend info. 
 

DEFINITION OF INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
LAUSD Report Card 
 
Formula:   
User’s Guide:  “The School Report Card uses the graduation rate calculation recommended by the 
National Government Association (NGA), which is the number of students who graduate in four years 
divided by the number of students who entered ninth grade for the first time four years earlier, adjusted 
for transfers.  
 
“Students who left LAUSD to attend another school in California or who met other conditions set forth 
by California Department of Education (e.g., entered a health care facility, student with exceptional 
needs) are considered legitimate leavers and are not included in the calculation.”  
 
Source: LAUSD: 
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/
PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF 
 
http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp 
 
  

http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF
http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp
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LAUSD’s report also notes:   
“There are two important reasons for reporting the graduation rate this way: 
1. The NGA method is considered to be among the most accurate ways or [sic] report graduation rates, 
because it uses individual student data across four years to calculate, as opposed to other methods, 
which are largely based on estimates. 
2. It is the only available graduation rate data available by the time the School Report Card is published. 
Other graduation rates that schools, such as the rate currently used by the state, are not made available 
until two years after the fact. Using the NGA formula enables timelier reporting of schools’ graduation 
rates.” 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
NCES (Used by CDE to calculate whether AYP is met) 
 
Formula: Number of Graduates (Year 4) divided by Number of Graduates (Year 4) + Gr. 9 Dropouts (Year 
1) + Gr. 10 Dropouts (Year 2) + Gr. 11 Dropouts (Year 3) + Gr. 12 Dropouts (Year 4) 
 
Source: California Department of Education: http://dq.cde.ca.gov 
 
This rate is generated at the State, County, District and School levels.   
 
 

OTHER POSSIBLE DEFINITIONS AND SOURCES 
 
5-year graduation rate 
 
Formula:  Not found for LAUSD. 
 
Source: LAUSD: 
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/
PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF 
 
http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp 
 
LAUSD does not publish a 5-year graduation rate but they track, and report on the LAUSD Report Card, 
those students who are still working toward a diploma after four years (7% in 2009-10), so conceivably 
they could break this out into five-year and six-year graduation rates.   
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
  
Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate (ACGR) 
 
Formula: (On-time graduates by year X)/((first time 9 graders in year X-4) + (Transfers-In) -(Transfers-
Out)) 
 

http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF
http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp
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Source: Department of Education, State of Maine: 
http://www.maine.gov/education/gradrates/index.html 
 
This formula focuses on a single “cohort” of students – the group of students who entered 9th grade at 
the same time. Limitations: does not fully capture the graduation picture for individual schools or the 
State. It does not reflect school and student successes in graduating in five or six years, with an 
alternative diploma, or with a GED, for example.  
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Graduates 
 
Formula: Number of twelfth-grade graduates who received a diploma in the school year indicated, or 
the summer following that year 
 
Source: California Department of Education: http://dq.cde.ca.gov 
 
This rate does not include students graduating on the basis of the California High School Exit 
Examination, from programs administered by a community college, from adult education programs or 
receiving a General Education Development certificate (GED). 
 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Averaged Freshman Graduation Rates (AFGR) 
 
Formula: Number of Graduates (Year 4) divided by Smoothed Gr. 9 Enrollment (Year 1) 
 
Source: National Center for Education Statistics (IES): 
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2006606rev 
 
This rate is broken down by ethnicity. The incoming freshman class size is estimated (from the Common 
Core of Data) by summing the enrollment in 8th grade for one year, 9th grade for the next year, and 
10th grade for the year after and then dividing by 3. This is the method suggested by the federal 
government for states to use if they don't have a longitudinal data system to track individual students. It 
is a slightly more accurate measure than the state uses for NCLB reporting but does not compensate for 
any student mobility. 
 
“The Averaged Freshman Graduation Rate provides an estimate of the percentage of high school 
students who graduate on time by dividing the number of graduates with regular diplomas by the size of 
the incoming freshman class 4 years earlier, expressed as a percent. The rate uses aggregate student 
enrollment data to estimate the size of an incoming freshman class and aggregate counts of the number 
of diplomas awarded 4 years later. The size of the incoming freshman class is estimated by summing the 
enrollment in eighth grade in one year, ninth grade for the next year, and tenth grade for the year after 
and then dividing by three. The averaging is intended to account for prior year retentions in the ninth 
grade (see discussion of data limitations for additional information). Although not as accurate as an on-
time graduation rate computed from a cohort of students using student record data, this estimate of an 
on-time graduation rate can be computed with currently available data. The AFGR was selected from a 

http://dq.cde.ca.gov/
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number of alternative estimates that can be calculated using cross-sectional data based on a technical 
review and analysis of those estimates (NCES 2006-604, NCES 2006-605 forthcoming).”  (p. 1) 
 
Percentages for 2008 from Raising the Roof: California Public School Data 

 
California LAUSD 

Black 65% 47% 

Latino 61% 44% 

White 80% 69% 

Asian 91% 77% 

Total 68% 51% 

  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Manhattan Institute Graduation Rate 
 
Formula: Number of Graduates (Year 4) divided by Smoothed and Adjusted Gr. 9 Enrollment (Year1) 
 
Source: Manhattan Institute for Policy Research:  
http://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/ewp_08.htm 
 
This rate is broken down by ethnicity. This methodology compares the number of students in each state 
and each racial/ethnic group who are enrolled in the 9th grade to the number of students in those 
groups who receive a regular diploma four years later. It accounts for state population changes, as well 
as for the tendency of 9th grade students to be held back more than students in other grades.  
 
Percentages for 2008 from Raising the roof: California Public School Data 

  California LAUSD 

Black 56% 50% 

Latino 52% 40% 

White  86% 74% 

Asian  89% 82% 

Total 63% 45% 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Cumulative Promotion Index (CPI) 
 
Formula: (G10 enroll (Y2) / G9 enroll (Y1)) * (G11 enroll (Y2) / G10 enroll (Y1)) * (G12 enroll (Y2) / G11 
enroll (Y1)) * (Graduates (Y1) / G12 enroll (Y1)) 
 
Source: EPE Research Center: http://www.edweek.org/media/ew/dc/2006/ca_SGB06.pdf 
 
The CPI compares the number of 10th graders in one year to the number of 9th graders in the previous 
year to estimate the percentage of 9th graders who were promoted. It then performs the same 
calculation for the other grades (11th to 10th, 12th to 11th, and graduates to 12th) and multiplies these 

http://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/ewp_08.htm
http://www.edweek.org/media/ew/dc/2006/ca_SGB06.pdf
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four ratios to arrive at an estimated graduation rate. The CPI follows four separate cohorts for one year 
each in order to circumvent variation due to population changes, which are likely to be very small over a 
single year. The graduation rate is estimated by multiplying the retention rate for each grade level from 
one year to the next. This method is particularly useful when enrollment data over several years is not 
available.  
 
Percentages for 2008 from Raising the Roof: California Public School Data 

  California LAUSD 

Black 63% 41% 

Latino 68% 44% 

White  81% 65% 

Asian  91% 74% 

Total 80% 45% 

 
 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

¶ The 4-year graduation rate that LAUSD uses on the Report Card and the one used by CDE for 
federal reporting purposes (AYP) differ quite substantially.  The Compact should probably have a 
note somewhere about the difference in definitions between these two sources (at least a 
footnote).  The Report Card User’s Guide provides some information on this point.   

¶ The LA Compact (and LAUSD) should consider calculating and reporting graduation rates by 
ethnicity and other subgroups. 

¶ Based on LAUSD’s definition of their graduation rate, it seems a reasonable selection. 

¶ A 5-year graduation rate might be worth pursuing.  The Report Card info on students pursuing a 
diploma after four years is a step toward that general notion, but it would be useful to know 
what percentage of those who don’t graduate in 4 years actually go on to complete graduation 
requirements by their 5th year. 
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Indicator 1.2:  9th Graders “On Track” to Graduate 
 

DATA FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 

 

LAUSD 
Report Card 

2008-2009 66% 

2007-2008 60% 

2006-2007 43% 

Note: Past years are included here for context and trend info. 
 

DEFINITION OF INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
LAUSD Report Card   
 
Formula: Student has earned 55 credits 
 
Source: LAUSD: http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp 
 
To graduate, students must earn 230 course credits, complete required courses, and pass the California 
High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE).   
 
 

OTHER POSSIBLE DEFINITIONS AND SOURCES 
 
Consortium on Chicago School Research  
 
Formula:  Student is on-track if he/she earns at least five full-year course credits, and no more than one 
semester F in a core course (i.e., English, mathematics, science, and social studies) in the first year of 
high school. 
 
Source: Consortium on Chicago School Research: 
http://ccsr.uchicago.edu/content/publications.php?pub_id=10 
 
On-track students are more than three and one-half times more likely to graduate from high school in 
four years than off-track students. The indicator is a more accurate predictor of graduation than 
students’ previous achievement test scores or their background characteristics. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
California Dropout Research Project  
 
Formula:  N/A 
Offers alternative indicators for being on-track or off-track, mostly before 9th grade. 
 

http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp
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Source:  What Factors Predict High School Graduation in the Los Angeles Unified School District?: 
http://www.cdrp.ucsb.edu/dropouts/pubs_reports.htm 
 

¶ Of the academic experiences explored in the analyses, course failures, in particular Algebra, had 
a particularly severe impact on graduation rates. 

¶ Each successive school failure at the middle school level had a greater negative impact on high 
school graduation rates than course failure at the high school level. 

¶ The chance of graduating dropped to less than half for students who were absent more than 10 
days/year in 7th or 8th grade or in high school. 

¶ About one-third (35%) of students who changed schools close to the transition to high school 
(8th grade) graduated on time. 

¶ About one-third (32%) of students who changed schools during high school graduated on time. 
 
 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

¶ Is credit accrual enough to indicate on-track to graduate?  What about completion of algebra by 
8th grade?  Other indicators that have been shown to be early warning indicators of being on 
track?  See report above.  Perhaps the LA Compact should consider a series of indicators for 
being on-track, rather than just course credits in 9th grade.   

¶ Also, perhaps the Compact should define this indicator as 9th graders on-track to graduate in 
four years. 

¶ Generally speaking, it would be helpful to know more about the students who are not on track 
(e.g., did they drop out, how many credits short, credits in what areas, etc.) to provide a little 
more context, but also to help target efforts to increase this percentage in future. 
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Indicator 1.3:   4-Year and 5-Year Dropout Rates   
 

DATA FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 

    

 
CDE 

 

4-Year 
Derived 

Adjusted 
4-Year  

Derived 
5-Year 

Derived 

Adjusted 
5-Year  

Derived 

2008-2009 34% 30% -- -- 

2007-2008 19% 26% -- -- 

2006-2007 25% 32% -- -- 

Note: Past years are included here for context and trend info. 
 

DEFINITION OF INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
CDE 
 
The dropout rate calculations posted on the CDE Web site compare the counts of dropouts over the 
entire school year with a single day enrollment count on CBEDS Information Day (first Wednesday of 
October).  
 
In October, 2003, the California Department of Education (CDE) adopted the National Center for 
Educational Statistics (NCES) Dropout definition. Following the new guidelines, the CDE now defines a 
dropout as a person who:  

¶ Was enrolled in grades 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 or 12 at some time during the previous school year  AND 
left school prior to completing the school year AND has not returned to school as of Information 
Day. 

OR 

¶ Did not begin attending the next grade (7, 8, 9, 10, 11 or 12) in the school to which they were 
assigned or in which they had pre-registered or were expected to attend by Information Day.  
 

Exclusionary Conditions 
For each student identified in the criteria above, the student is not a dropout if:  

¶ The student has re-enrolled and is attending school.  

¶ The student has graduated from high school, received a General Education Development (GED) 
or California High School Proficiency Examination (CHSPE) certificate.  

¶ The student has transferred to and is attending another public or private educational institution 
leading toward a high school diploma or its equivalent. (Does not include adult education 
programs unless the district can verify that these students are still enrolled in a GED or high 
school completion program on Information Day.)  

¶ The student has transferred to and is attending a college offering a baccalaureate or associate's 
program.  

¶ The student has moved out of the United States.  

¶ The student has a temporary school recognized absence due to suspension or illness.  
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¶ The school has verified that the student is planning to enroll late (e.g., extended family vacation, 
seasonal work.)  

¶ The student has died. 
 
4-year derived   
 
Formula: (1- (1- dropouts from grade nine / enrollment in grade nine) x (1- dropouts from grade ten / 
enrollment in grade ten) x (1- dropouts from grade eleven / enrollment in grade eleven) x (1- dropouts 
from grade twelve / enrollment in grade twelve)) x 100 = rate 
 
Source: California Department of Education: http://dq.cde.ca.gov 
 
The 4-year derived dropout rate is an estimate of the percent of students who would drop out over a 
four year period based on data collected for a single year. This rate is generated at the State, County, 
District and School levels. It is also broken down by ethnicity group (Asian, Pacific Islander, Filipino, 
Hispanic or Latino, African American and White).  
 
Adjusted 4-year derived   
 
Formula: (1-((1-( Adjusted Gr. 9 Dropouts/Gr. 9 Enrollment))*(1-(Adjusted Gr. 10 Dropouts/Gr. 10 
Enrollment))*(1-(Adjusted Gr. 11 Dropouts/Gr. 11 Enrollment))*(1-(Adjusted Gr. 12 Dropouts/Gr. 12 
Enrollment))))*100 
 
Source: California Department of Education: http://dq.cde.ca.gov 
 
The adjusted 4-year derived dropout rate is calculated using Adjusted Dropout numbers for each year, 
which include:  Reported Grade 9-12 Dropout Total minus Reenrolled Grade 9-12 Dropouts plus Grade 
9-12 Lost Transfers.  Reenrolled Dropouts are students initially reported as dropouts but subsequently 
found to be enrolled in another California public school district. Lost Transfers are students reported as 
having transferred to another California public school but not found enrolled in another California public 
school. This rate is generated at the State, County, District and School levels. It is also broken down by 
ethnicity group (Asian, Pacific Islander, Filipino, Hispanic or Latino, African American and White).   
  
The CDE did not have data for 5-Year dropout rates.  
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OTHER POSSIBLE DEFINITIONS AND SOURCES 
 
1-year dropout rate 
 
Formula: (Gr. 9-12 Dropouts/Gr. 9-12 Enrollment)*100 
 
Source: California Department of Education: http://dq.cde.ca.gov 
 
The California Department of Education uses the annual (one-year) dropout rate, which is essentially the 
same as the event dropout rate that is used by the National Center for Education Statistics when 
comparing states and districts. This rate is generated at the State, County, District and School levels. It is 
also broken down by ethnicity group (Asian, Pacific Islander, Filipino, Hispanic or Latino, African 
American and White).    
 
1-Year Dropout Rates for LAUSD 

2008-2009 9% 

2007-2008 4% 

2006-2007 6% 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Adjusted 1-year dropout rate 
 
Formula: (Adjusted Gr. 9-12 Dropouts/Gr. 9-12 Enrollment)*100 
 
Source: California Department of Education: http://dq.cde.ca.gov 
 
The adjusted 1-year dropout rate is calculated using Reported Grade 9-12 Dropout Total minus 
Reenrolled Grade 9-12 Dropouts plus Grade 9-12 Lost Transfers. Reenrolled Dropouts are students 
initially reported as dropouts but subsequently found to be enrolled in another California public school 
district. Lost Transfers are students reported as having transferred to another California public school 
but not found enrolled in another California public school. This rate is generated at the State, County, 
District and School levels. It is also broken down by ethnicity group (Asian, Pacific Islander, Filipino, 
Hispanic or Latino, African American and White).   
 
Adjusted 1-Year Dropout Rates for LAUSD 

2008-2009 8% 

2007-2008 7% 

2006-2007 7% 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
California Dropout Research Project  
 
Source:  A More Accurate Measure of California’s Dropout Rate: 
http://www.cdrp.ucsb.edu/dropouts/pubs_statbriefs.htm and  
http://www.cdrp.ucsb.edu/dropouts/sb13table.php 
 
CDRP recommends using cumulative enrollment to calculate dropout rates.  Cumulative enrollment 
“counts the number of students who enroll into any given school throughout the entire school year…In 
some types of schools, especially alternative schools that experience significant enrollment gains 
throughout the school year, cumulative enrollment was more than double the regular enrollment 
measured in the fall…Whereas dropouts may not be represented in the regular enrollment figure, they 
should be represented in the cumulative enrollment figure. So dividing the number of dropouts by the 
number of students enrolled anytime during the school year—which they label as the cumulative 
dropout rate –provides a more accurate measure of a school’s dropout rate.” 
 
Dropout Rates for LAUSD 

 
Regular  

Dropout Rate 
Cumulative 

Dropout Rate 

2007-2008 54% 44% 

 
 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

¶ LAUSD and the LA Compact should consider breaking out dropout rates by race/ethnicity and 
other subgroups. 

¶ For the five-year dropout rate, LAUSD needs to be consulted to get the data to create it.  Five 
year graduation rate may be more crucial than the five-year dropout rate. 

¶ Of the indicators reported by CDE, the Adjusted 4-year Derived Dropout Rate seems more 
accurate (accounts for re-enrolled dropouts and lost transfers).   

¶ Perhaps the Compact (and LAUSD) could consider a 1-year dropout rate for each grade level 
(grades 9-12); in other words, measuring the percentage of students who do not finish the 
grade in which they enrolled.  This might also help point to intervention points by grade. 

¶ Generally speaking, it would be useful to know why students dropped out, whether for 
economic, social, health, or other issues. 
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Indicator 1.4:  Student Proficient, Above, or Improving in Math and Reading 
 

DATA FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
LAUSD Report Card 

  CST - English Language Arts   CST – Math% 

 
Grade Level*  Improving  

 
Grade Level * Improving 

2008-2009 
     Elementary School 44% 38% 

 
57% 45% 

Middle School 35% 30% 
 

30% 26% 

High School 33% 31% 
 

13% 20% 

2007-2008 
     Elementary School 39% 36% 

 
54% 45% 

Middle School 33% 32% 
 

29% 27% 

High School 31% 32% 
 

11% 21% 

2006-2007 
     Elementary School 36% 34% 

 
50% 39% 

Middle School 28% 28% 
 

23% 23% 

High School 29% 32% 
 

10% 20% 
%Need to know how secondary math proficiency was calculated since there are so many different 
math classes in secondary grades, and the total at grade level is not always equivalent to total of 
proficient and advanced percentages from CDE. 
*Students must be proficient or advanced to be at grade level  
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California Department of Education 

  CST - English Language Arts   CST - Math* 

 
Proficient Above 

 
Proficient Above 

2009-2010** 
     Elementary School 27% 19% 

 
27% 31% 

Middle School 24% 14% 
 

22% 10% 

High School 21% 31% 
 

28% 26% 

2008-2009** 
     Elementary School 27% 17% 

 
28% 30% 

Middle School 23% 12% 
 

19% 8% 

High School 21% 11% 
 

25% 18% 

2007-2008** 
     Elementary School 25% 14% 

 
28% 27% 

Middle School 22% 11% 
 

19% 6% 

High School 19% 10%   28% 19% 
* Elementary school scores based on CST Math Scores; Middle school scores based on CST Math 
Scores for grades 6-7 and CST General Math Scores for grade 8; High school scores based on CST 
Summative High School Math Scores. 
**Elementary school percentage is average of grades 2-5; Middle school percentage is average of 
grades 6-8; High school percentage is average of grades 9-11.  

 

DEFINITION FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
LAUSD Report Card 
 
Formula:   
Grade Level – the number of students out of every 100 who were proficient or advanced.  
Improving - the number of students out of every 100 who improved by at least one performance band 
on the CST (or were already advanced and stayed advanced). 
 
Source: LAUSD 
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/
PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF 
 
http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
 
California Department of Education 
 
Formula: Elementary school scores based on CST Math Scores; Middle school scores based on CST Math 
Scores for grades 6-7 and CST General Math Scores for grade 8; High school scores based on CST 
Summative High School Math Scores; Elementary school percentage is average of grades 2-5; Middle 
school percentage is average of grades 6-8; High school percentage is average of grades 9-11 
 
Source:  CDE: http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/dataquest.asp (STAR Test Results) 

http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF
http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp
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OTHER POSSIBLE DEFINITIONS AND SOURCES 
 
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)  
 
Source: NAEP: http://nationsreportcard.gov/about.asp  
 
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is the largest nationally representative and 
continuing assessment of what America's students know and can do in various subject areas. 
Assessments are conducted periodically in mathematics, reading, science, writing, the arts, civics, 
economics, geography, and U.S. history. 
 
Since NAEP assessments are administered uniformly using the same sets of test booklets across the 
nation, NAEP results serve as a common metric for all states and selected urban districts. The 
assessment stays essentially the same from year to year, with only carefully documented changes. This 
permits NAEP to provide a clear picture of large-scale cross-sectional academic progress over time, 
though it is not a measure of individual student growth. 
 
NAEP Data for LAUSD 

  Reading   Math 

 
Proficient Advanced 

 
Proficient Advanced 

2009 
     Grade 4 11% 2% 

 
17% 2% 

Grade 8 14% 1% 
 

11% 2% 

2007 
     Grade 4 11% 2% 

 
17% 2% 

Grade 8 12% 1%   12% 2% 

 
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

¶ If the LA Compact is determined to report proficiency on CST, consider reporting proficiency 
percentages by grade level (as in the elementary report), not averaged across grade spans (as in 
secondary reports).  Also, it would be useful to include all performance bands, rather than 
focusing solely on the proficiency/advanced combination category.  In other words, include 
information on the rate at which the district is decreasing percentages of students in Far Below 
Basic or Below Basic or Basic categories, so that a more complete picture across performance 
levels is offered. 

¶ Rather than the improving category, it would be useful to have a growth indicator, calculated 
from individual level data. 

¶ LA Compact should consider developing an achievement gap measure, and – at the very least – 
should report breakdowns by race/ethnicity and other subgroups (e.g., EL, special ed) across 
performance bands.  
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Indicator 1.5:  Student Satisfaction Scores 
 

DATA FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
Percentage of respondents who “agree” or “strongly agree” with all items within each listed category on 
“School Experience Survey for STUDENTS” 

 
2009-2010 

 
2008-2009 

 
LAUSD Report Card 

 
LAUSD Report Card 

Involved at their school 
   

Elementary School 91% 
 

91% 

Middle School 81% 
 

79% 

High School 79% 
 

78% 

Opportunities for learning at school  
   

Elementary School 93% 
 

93% 

Middle School* 85% 
 

83% 

High School* 82% 
 

82% 

School is clean 
   

Elementary School 64% 
 

61% 

Middle School 55% 
 

47% 

High School 62% 
 

52% 

School is safe 
   

Elementary School 89% 
 

84% 

Middle School 89% 
 

81% 

High School 90% 
 

81% 
* In math class 

 
 

DEFINITION OF INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
LAUSD Report Card 
 
Formula: Percentage of respondents who “agree” or “strongly agree” to all items within the category, 
averaged across the items in that category. 
 
Source: LAUSD: http://reportcardsurvey.lausd.net/surveys/reports.jsp  
 
Listed below are the items from 2008-09 and 2010 “School Experience Survey for STUDENTS;” 
respondents rated statements on 4-point scale from “strongly disagree” to “strongly agree.” 
 
Students involved with their school 

¶ I study hard for tests and quizzes 

¶ I come to class with my homework completed 
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¶ I am proud of my schoolwork 

¶ I am proud to be a student at this school 
 

Students who had opportunities for learning 

¶ What we are learning takes a lot of thinking 

¶ My teacher believes I can do well  

¶ My teacher cares about me 

¶ Students have chances to talk about what we’re learning 

¶ I am encouraged to ask questions   

¶ My school provides materials I need for school (for example, books, supplies, computers)  
Students reporting campus was clean 

¶ The cafeteria and lunch areas at my school are clean 

¶ The bathrooms at my school are clean 

¶ The other areas of my school (field, halls) are clean 

¶ My school does not need a lot of repairs  

¶ I do not see a lot of graffiti/tagging at my school  

¶  
Students who felt safe on campus 

¶ I feel safe in my classroom 

¶ I feel safe on school grounds 

¶ I know what to do in an emergency (for example, a fire, an earthquake, lockdown) 

¶ Adults at this school are fair to people of all backgrounds (Race, religion, rich/poor, etc.)  

¶ Adults at the is school [do not] allow teasing or name calling I feel safe from gangs at this school  
 

LAUSD Report Card did not report overall percentages for each section of the survey. 
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OTHER POSSIBLE DEFINITIONS AND SOURCES 
 
A myriad of student survey instruments exist across other districts in the country, as well as those used 
for particular projects or interest areas that may measure constructs identified here such as student 
involvement, opportunities to learn, clean campuses, and safety.  Other instruments found in an initial 
scanning touch on issues that might get at more pointed or relevant topics, such as student 
engagement, motivation, academic press.  Much may be learned from a careful scanning of the types of 
instruments out there that might address these and other issues.  We cannot do the myriad of options 
justice here (and provide any judgment of their quality at this time), and it would probably require much 
more clarity on what it is the LA Compact would like to prioritize in the way of student feedback and 
perspective. 
 
 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

¶ LA Compact should look carefully at what it is they want to measure with a “student 
satisfaction” indicator.  There are many ways to dig deep, and it does make sense to utilize the 
district-wide survey to do so, if at all possible; however, there are several concerns with this 
route: 

o Combining the items under a particular category may/may not be justified empirically 
(need more information from the district on this). 

o The categories and items themselves chosen here may/may not be that relevant to 
whatever it is the LA Compact feels is most important about student feedback (and 
satisfaction).  Perhaps there are individual items that might capture the aspect the 
Compact is most interested in – and the downloadable xls file has information by item.   

¶ Some further discussion with the district may be useful in finding out:  
o What does the future of the school experience survey look like?  Are there likely to be 

wholesale changes?   How is it likely to be used in conjunction with other surveys that 
are in the works (e.g., teacher or administrator effectiveness)? 

o Do the items that are averaged by category by the district reflect an empirically-based 
construct/factor? 

¶ FYI:  District averages on the district data files (downloadable from the district survey web site) 
appear to be weighted averages: http://reportcardsurvey.lausd.net/surveys/reports.jsp 
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Indicator 1.6: Parent Satisfaction Scores 
 

DATA FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
Percentage of respondents who “agree” or “strongly agree” with all items within each listed category on 
“School Experience Survey for PARENTS” 

 
2009-2010 

 
2008-2009 

 
LAUSD Report Card 

 
LAUSD Report Card 

Opportunities for involvement 
at school    

Elementary School 90% 
 

92% 

Middle School 84% 
 

87% 

High School 84% 
 

86% 

Compact Weighted Average -- 
 

-- 

Felt Welcome 
   

Elementary School 91% 
 

92% 

Middle School 87% 
 

87% 

High School 86% 
 

85% 

Compact Weighted Average -- 
 

-- 

Were involved in their 
student's education at home    

Elementary School 81% 
 

85% 

Middle School 75% 
 

79% 

High School 65% 
 

72% 

Compact Weighted Average -- 
 

-- 

Were involved in their 
student's education at school   

  

Elementary School 47% 
 

50% 

Middle School 34% 
 

33% 

High School 27% 
 

27% 

Compact Weighted Average -- 
 

-- 

Parents reporting campus safe 
   

Elementary School 88% 
 

83% 

Middle School 84% 
 

79% 

High School 81% 
 

77% 
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DEFINITION OF INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
LAUSD Report Card 
 
Formula: Percentage of respondents who “agree” or “strongly agree” with all items within each listed 
category, averaged by grade span  
 
Source: LAUSD: http://reportcardsurvey.lausd.net/surveys/reports.jsp  
 
Listed below are the items from 2008-09 and 2010 “School Experience Survey for PARENTS;” 
respondents rated statements on 4-point scale from “strongly disagree” to “strongly agree” or “never” 
to “always;” in 2010, added “don’t know” 
 
Parents have opportunities for involvement at school 

¶ The school informs me about academic services available to help my child  

¶ The school offers me opportunities to participate in councils/committees/parent organizations 

¶ The school offers training and workshops I can use to help my student learn 

¶ The school gives me enough notice about things that are happening at the school  

¶ The school lets me know about school rules and policies   

¶ The school provides information in a language I understand   

¶ The school has parent activities at times I can attend   
 
Parents welcome to participate 

¶ I feel welcome at the school 

¶ My culture is respected at the school 

¶ I feel that any problem I have at the school will be solved quickly 

¶ The office staff at the school treats me with respect 

¶ Staff members at the school take my complaints and suggestions seriously 
 
Parents involved at home 

¶ I share stories with my student about when I was in school 

¶ I spend time with my student on educational activities 

¶ I spend time with my student working on creative activities 

¶ I take my student to educational places in the community 

¶ I review my child’s school work 

¶ I provide learning materials for my child 

¶ I talk to my student about the importance of having an education (2009 only) 
Parents involved at school 

¶ I talk with the teacher(s) about my child’s school work 

¶ I talk with the teacher(s) about how I can help my student learn at home 

¶ I talk with the teacher(s) about how my student gets along with his/her classmates at school 

¶ I volunteer at my child’s school 

¶ I talk with other parents about school meetings and events 
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Parents reporting campus safe 

¶ My student is safe on school grounds 

¶ My student is safe from gangs at the school 

¶ My student knows what to do if there is an emergency at school 

¶ Students do not threaten or bully other students at the school (2009 only) 

¶ My child is safe in the neighborhood around the school (2010 only) 
 

OTHER POSSIBLE DEFINITIONS AND SOURCES 
 
A myriad of parent survey instruments exist across other districts in the country, as well as those used 
for particular projects or interest areas that may measure constructs identified here such as parent 
involvement at home and at school, feeling welcome, and school safety.  Other instruments found in an 
initial scanning touch on issues that might get at more pointed or relevant topics, such as parents’ 
perception of quality of school and instruction, academic press, mechanisms for raising concerns.  Much 
may be learned from a careful scanning of the types of instruments out there that might touch on these 
and other issues.  We cannot do the myriad options justice here (and provide any judgment of their 
quality at this time), and it would probably require much more clarity on what it is the LA Compact 
would like to prioritize in the way of parent feedback and perspective. 

 
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

¶ LA Compact should look carefully at what it is they want to measure with a “parent satisfaction” 
indicator.  There are many ways to dig deep, and it does make sense to utilize the districtwide 
survey to do so, if at all possible; however, there are several concerns with this route: 

o Combining the items under a particular category may/may not be justified empirically 
(need more information from the district on this). 

o The categories and items themselves chosen here may/may not be that relevant to 
whatever it is the LA Compact feels is most important about parent feedback (and 
satisfaction).  Perhaps there are individual items that might capture the aspect the 
Compact is most interested in – and the downloadable xls file has information by item.   

¶ Some further discussion with the district may be useful in finding out:  
o What does the future of the school experience survey look like?  Are there likely to be 

wholesale changes?   How is it likely to be used in conjunction with other surveys that 
are in the works (e.g., teacher or administrator effectiveness)? 

o Do the items that are averaged by category by the district reflect an empirically-based 
construct/factor? 

¶ FYI:  District averages on the district data files (downloadable from the district survey web site) 
appear to be weighted averages: http://reportcardsurvey.lausd.net/surveys/reports.jsp.   

 

 

http://reportcardsurvey.lausd.net/surveys/reports.jsp
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GOAL 2: All students have access to and are prepared 

for success in college. 

 

Indicator 2.1: Percentage of Graduates Completing All Required A-G Courses with 
a C or Better   
 

DATA FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 

 
LAUSD Report Card 

 
Completing in 4 Years 

2008-2009 29% 

2007-2008 25% 

2006-2007 25% 
*10th graders on track to graduate and complete A-G requirements with C or better 

  

DEFINITION OF INDICATOR SUGGESTED BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
LAUSD Report Card   
 
Formula:  User’s Guide:  “Percentages of graduating seniors who have not only enrolled in the expected 
number of [A-G] courses across their years in high school but who have passed them all with a “C” or 
better (universities typically do not count “D” grades as passing).” 
 
Source: LAUSD 
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/
PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF 
 http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp 
 
A-G courses include six core subject areas: English, math science, social science, foreign language, and 
the arts, the core subject areas that the University of California requires students to master during high 
school in order to be prepared for college level material 
 

OTHER POSSIBLE DEFINITIONS AND SOURCES 
 
Completing All Required A-G Courses with C or Better 
Formula: Percentage of students completing all required A-G courses with a C or better, with 
benchmarks for each grade level. 
 
Source: Transcript Evaluation Service: 
https://www.transcriptevaluationservice.com/evaluationresults/index.php/resources/resource 

http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF
http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp
https://www.transcriptevaluationservice.com/evaluationresults/index.php/resources/resource


Background Research on LA Compact Indicators 
 
 

UCLA GSE&IS Page 22 
 

Requirements: 

¶ For 9th grade: English, Math (Algebra 1), 2 other A-G 

¶ For 10th grade: 2 English, 2 Math (Algebra 1, Geometry), 3 other A-G 

¶ For 11th grade: 3 English, 3 Math (Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2), Lab Science, Language Non-
English, History/Social Science, 2 other A-G 

¶ For 12th grade: 4 English, 3 Math (Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2), 2 Lab Science, 2 Language 
Non-English, 2 History/Social Science, Visual and performing art, other A-G 

 
CSU Benchmarks 

Grade 
Level 

Subject Requirements Scholastic Requirements 

9th 

A total of 4 units completed by the end of 9th 
grade 
1 unit of b - English 
1 unit of c - Math 
2 units of other required "a-g" courses 

2.00 minimum GPA for 
courses 
in 9th grade 
 
C or better in completed 
courses 

10th 

A total of 7 units completed by the end of 10th 
grade 
2 units of b - English 
2 unit of c - Math 
3 unit of another required "a-g" course 

2.00 minimum GPA for 
courses 
in 10th grade 
 
C or better in completed 
courses 

11th 

A total of 11 units completed by the end of 11th 
grade 
1 unit of a or ac - History/Social Science* 
3 units of b - English 
3 units of c - Math 
1 unit of d or dc - Lab Science* 
1 unit of e - Language other than English 
2 units of other required "a-g" courses 
 

2.00 minimum GPA for 
courses 
in 10th and 11th grades 
 
C or better in completed 
courses 

12th 

A total of 15 units completed by the end of 12th 
grade 
2 units of a or ac - History/Social Science* 
4 units of b - English 
3 units of c - Math 
2 units of d or dc - Lab Science* 
2 units of e - Language other than English 
(LOTE) 
1 unit of f - Visual and Performing Arts (VPA) 
1 unit of "a-g" Elective 

2.00 minimum GPA for 
courses 
in 10th, 11th and 12th grades 
 
C or better in completed 
courses 
 
CSU Freshman GPA does not 
include 
courses taken in 9th grade.  

* The ac category includes "g-Social Science" electives; and the dc category includes "g-Lab Science electives. Refer to the 
approved school course list for more information at http://www.ucop.edu/doorways/ 

 

http://www.ucop.edu/doorways/
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UC Benchmarks 

Grade 
Level 

Subject Requirements Scholastic Requirements 

9th 

A total of 4 units completed by the end of 9th grade 
1 unit of b - English 
1 unit of c - Math 
2 units of other required "a-g" courses 

3.00 minimum GPA for courses 
in 9th grade 
 
C or better in completed courses 

10th 

A total of 7 units completed by the end of 10th grade 
2 units of b - English 
2 units of c - Math 
3 units of other required "a-g" courses 

3.00 minimum GPA for courses 
in 10th grade 
 
C or better in completed courses 

11th 

A total of 11 units completed by the end of 11th grade 
1 unit of a or ac - History/Social Science* 
3 units of b - English 
3 units of c - Math 
1 unit of d or dc - Lab Science* 
1 unit of e - Language other than English 
2 units of other required "a-g" courses 

3.00 minimum GPA for courses 
in 10th and 11th grades 
 
C or better in completed courses 

12th 

A total of 15 units completed by the end of 12th grade 
2 units of a or ac - History/Social Science* 
4 units of b - English 
3 units of c - Math 
2 units of d or dc - Lab Science* 
2 units of e - Language other than English 
(LOTE) 
1 unit of f - Visual and Performing Arts (VPA) 
1 unit of "a-g" Elective 

3.00 minimum GPA for courses 
in 10th, 11th and 12th grades 
 
C or better in completed courses 
 
C or better in completed courses 
 
CSU Freshman GPA does not include 
courses taken in 9th grade.  

 
 
 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 
 

¶ It is unclear if LAUSD Report Card rate for 2008-2009 is for completion within 4 years or 5 years.  
It may be of interest to use 5-year completion rate alongside the 4-year one, but it will require 
requesting this information from LAUSD. 

¶ The UC/CSU benchmarks above may be useful in building a possible 9th grade on-track indicator 
(Indicator 1.2), as well as 10th and 11th grade on-track indicators, though not just on-track to 
graduate - but actually on-track for UC/CSU eligibility. 

¶ Does district use transcript evaluation services? 
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Indicator 2.2: Percentage of Students Either Concurrently Enrolled in High School 

and Post-Secondary Education or Taking at Least One College Transfer Course 

before Leaving High School 

 

DATA FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
Students concurrently enrolled in high school and post-secondary education 
 
No public data found.  LAUSD can request data from Cal-PASS.   
 
Students taking at least one college transfer course   
 
 Students Who Took at Least 1 AP Course 

Year LAUSD Report Card 

2008-2009 13% 

2007-2008 12% 

 
 

DEFINITION OF INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
Students concurrently enrolled in high school and post-secondary education 
 
LAUSD 
 
Source: LAUSD Policy Bulletin No. BUL-1040.1: 
http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/District_4/pdf/school_operations/BUL%201040.1(REV)%20Community%20
College%20Enrollment.pdf 
 
Although there are no public data on rates of concurrent enrollment in LAUSD, the district does provide 
the following requirements:  
 
Credit toward high school graduation for successful completion of courses taken at a community college 
may be granted to a student enrolled in a senior high school under the following conditions: 

¶ Prior to enrollment, the student makes written application to the appropriate college office 
indicating that he or she is seeking high school credit. 

¶ The course is listed on, or equivalent to, a course on the Course Articulation Agreement. (See 
the Attachments B or C)  

¶ The student is responsible for obtaining approval from the high school counseling office before 
enrolling in college classes. The counselor will indicate whether the course will receive high 
school credit along with college credit or only college credit. 

 
It is the responsibility of the community college to offer college credit as well. Upon receipt of an official 
transcript from the community college showing the course title and college units, the high school 
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equivalent course and the credits allowed will be recorded on the student's cumulative record and the 
Electronic Transcript program.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
Students taking at least one college transfer course   
 
LAUSD Report Card  
 
Formula:  Students Who Took at Least 1 AP Course 
User’s Guide:   “Advanced Placement (AP) programs allow high school students the opportunity to 
receive college‐level curricula and instruction in key content areas such as English, calculus, U.S. history, 
and foreign languages.  Although a student may take multiple AP courses, this metric compares students 
who have taken one or more to those who have not taken any. The percentage of students at a school 
who have enrolled in at least one advanced placement course is indicative of the effort students are 
making to prepare for life after high school as well as the presence of a college‐going culture on a high 
school campus.” 
 
Source: LAUSD 
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/
PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/RESEARCH_UNIT/SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD/SRC%20USERS%20GUIDE.PDF 
 
http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp     
 
 

OTHER POSSIBLE DEFINITIONS AND SOURCES 
 
Students concurrently enrolled in high school and post-secondary education 
 
NACEP 1 Year Out Survey 
 
Source: NACEP (National Alliance of Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships): 
http://nacep.org/accreditation/survey-templates/ 
 
The NACEP 1 Year Out Survey identifies the institution where students were concurrently enrolled and 
assesses the student’s experience in the class.  See document “1 year out concurrent survey NACEP.” 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Students taking at least one college transfer course   
 
NCES 
 
Source: http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/hstsdata/     
 
The NAEP Data Explorer for the High School Transcript Study database now provides more information 
on the course-taking patterns of high school graduates including courses students take (e.g., AP 

http://getreportcard.lausd.net/reportcards/reports.jsp


Background Research on LA Compact Indicators 
 
 

UCLA GSE&IS Page 26 
 

courses), credits earned, grade point averages, etc.  Currently, data are reported at the national level 
and cannot be disaggregated by state, district etc.   

 
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

¶ Is the purpose of this indicator to get at rigor of the curriculum, or accessibility of rigorous 
courses? 

¶ If LAUSD does not plan to publish anything regularly (on the report card or otherwise) on the 
concurrent enrollment indicator, and the Compact continues to prioritize/value this indicator, 
perhaps the LA Compact and LAUSD may want to explore NACEP or Cal-PASS as sources of 
information.   
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Indicator 2.3: Remediation Rates for All Los Angeles Public High School Graduates 
Entering the CSU System  
    

DATA FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 

 
CSU 

 

% Not 
Proficient 
in Math 

% Not 
Proficient 
in English 

Fall 2009 68% 75% 

Fall 2008 67% 73% 

Fall 2007 64% 72% 
* Date was not specified in LA Compact File 

 

DEFINITION OF INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
CSU 
 
Formula: Total # of regularly-admitted first-time freshmen not proficient on ELM or EPT who originated 
from LAUSD / Total # of regularly-admitted first-time freshmen who originated from LAUSD 
 
Source: http://www.asd.calstate.edu/performance/index.shtml  
 
“The Entry Level Mathematics (ELM) Placement Examination is designed to assess the skill levels of 
entering CSU students in the areas of mathematics typically covered in three years of rigorous college 
preparatory mathematics courses in high school (Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry). 
 
“The CSU English Placement Test (EPT) is designed to assess the level of reading and writing skills of 
entering undergraduate students so that they can be placed in appropriate baccalaureate-level courses.  
 
“If at least five students from a California high school enrolled at the California State University as 
regularly-admitted first-time freshmen in fall 2008, then there is a high school report that includes the 
following: 1) campus destination, 2) ethnic distribution, 3) high school grade point average and exam 
results, 4) mathematics proficiency, 5) English proficiency, and 6) continuation rates and CSU grade 
point averages.” 
 
Percentages pulled from CSU web site were for all high schools that fell within LAUSD who had at least 
five students enrolled in the CSU system as regularly-admitted first-time freshmen, which may explain 
why the LA Compact File and CSU data do not align (perhaps the LA Compact used another source 
besides the web site list of LAUSD high schools). 
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OTHER POSSIBLE DEFINITIONS AND SOURCES 
 
Proficiency One Year Later 
  
Source:  http://www.asd.calstate.edu/remrates/08-09/index.shtml 
 
CSU provides data on the proficiency rates of freshman at entry and one year later.  Data provided 
include number of regularly-admitted first-time freshman who need remediation and:  

¶ demonstrated full proficiency before the second year 

¶ did not complete remediation 

¶ did not complete remediation and were not permitted to re-enroll the following year 

¶ were permitted to enroll, but left campus un-remediated 

¶ did not complete remediation and were permitted to re-enroll  the following year and enrolled 
 
 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

¶ It would be useful to know not only the proficiency rates for incoming freshman, but also the 
rates of success (C or better) in remediation courses after enrolled in post-secondary institution.   

¶ Unfortunately, the proficiency one year later data are provided for each county and are not 
broken down by school, so it is impossible to determine which students are from LAUSD.  In 
addition, the data are not disaggregated by proficiency in math and English. 

¶ This type of data could be available from Cal-PASS for UCs and other privates that are partners, 
in addition to the CSUs – potentially both the remediation rates as well as passing rates in 
remediation courses. 
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Indicator 2.4:  Post-Secondary Enrollment Rates of All Los Angeles Public High 
School Graduates   
 

DATA FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 

 
CPEC 

 
% in UCs % in CSUs % in CCCs % in Private* 

2008-2009 8% 16% 37% -- 

2007-2008 9% 18% 42% 1% 

2006-2007 9% 18% 42% 3% 
*”The percentages provided for private institutions are part of a voluntary data collection and subject to 
the participation of the private higher education institution, which varies from year to year. Of the 76 
private institutions currently being contacted for this survey, as few as 19 (in 2002) and as many as 44 (in 
1989) have responded and supplied data. Some institutions have responded only once and only one has 
supplied data for all academic years.  All UCs and CSUs have provided data and 101 of 113 community 
colleges had data for LAUSD students.”   

 

DEFINITION OF INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
CPEC (California Postsecondary Education Commission) 
 
Formula: Total # of first-time freshmen, age 19 and under, enrolled at the institution who originated from 
LAUSD / Total # of high school graduates in LAUSD 
 
Source: CPEC: http://www.cpec.ca.gov/OnLineData/FreshmenPathway.asp and 
http://www.cpec.ca.gov/OnLineData/OnLineData.asp 
 
CPEC did not have data for private higher education enrollment for 2008-2009 
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OTHER POSSIBLE DEFINITIONS AND SOURCES 
 
National Student Clearinghouse 
 
Source: http://www.studentclearinghouse.org/colleges/Tracker/default.htm 
 
National Student Clearinghouse has a fee service entitled StudentTracker.  The service provides the 
following postsecondary education data for individual students: 
 
• Institution name 
• Institution type (4-year & above, 2-year, less than 2-year) 
• Attendance dates 
• Enrollment status (full-time, half-time, less than half-time, graduated) 
• Graduation indicator 
• Degrees earned & major courses of study 
• A summary report of all students’ enrollment and degree outcomes, including totals by college 

 
LAUSD was a participating school district; however, there is a charge for these reports and they recently 
opted out due to budget constraints.    
 
 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

¶ It is unclear why data from the LA Compact File and CPEC do not align.  

¶ CPEC does not provide data on out-of-state enrollment rates. 

¶ LAUSD and Compact may want to jointly support continued participation with NSC. 

¶ The Compact may want to consider collecting data on other postsecondary pathways (e.g., 
military enlistment, workforce entry), but perhaps this is already being handled through some of 
the indicators for Goal 3. 
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Indicator 2.5: Degree Completion Rates for All Los Angeles Public High School 

Students in Post-Secondary Education 

 

DATA FOR INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
CALIFORNIA POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION COMMISSION 
 

Year UCs CSUs 

2008-2009 77% 59% 

2007-2008 83% 59% 

2006-2007 83% 54% 

 

DEFINITION OF INDICATOR CHOSEN BY L.A. COMPACT 
 
CPEC (CA Postsecondary Education Commission) 
 
Formula:  Total # of students who originated from LAUSD to whom postsecondary degrees were 
conferred in spring of academic year Y / Total # of postsecondary seniors who originated from LAUSD 
enrolled in the higher ed institution in fall of academic year Y  
 
Source: CPEC: http and http://www.cpec.ca.gov/OnLineData/SelectFinalOptions.asp 
  
“Seniors” refers to students who have completed 90 or more semester or 135 or more quarter credit 
hours. 
 
Percentages were created using CPEC data.  The percentage calculated assumes that students received 
their degrees at the end of senior year and is based on senior year enrollment. 
 
 

OTHER POSSIBLE DEFINITIONS AND SOURCES 
 
 National Student Clearinghouse 
 
Source: http://www.studentclearinghouse.org/colleges/Tracker/default.htm 
  
National Student Clearinghouse has a pay service entitled StudentTracker.  The service provides the 
following postsecondary education data for individual students: 
• Institution name 
• Institution type (4-year & above, 2-year, less than 2-year) 
• Attendance dates 
• Enrollment status (full-time, half-time, less than half-time, graduated) 
• Graduation indicator 
• Degrees earned & major courses of study 
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• A summary report of all students’ enrollment and degree outcomes, including totals by college 
LAUSD was a participating school district; however, there is a charge for these reports and they opted 
out this year because of budget cuts.    
 
 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

¶ LAUSD and the Compact may want to jointly support continued participation with NSC. 

¶ While CPEC provides enrollment data, it does not provide degree completion data from other 
types of institutions (e.g., community colleges, private colleges). 

 
  

 
 

 


